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STATE HIGHER EDUCATION LEADERS MEET TO SIGN DECLARATION 
MISSOULA-
Presidents, chancellors and deans from 15 of Montana’s colleges and universities will 
gather at The University of Montana this month to sign a declaration affirming their 
institutions’ commitment to service and civic engagement.
The “Presidents’ Fourth of July Declaration on the Civic Responsibility of Higher 
Education” originally was endorsed at a university Presidents' Leadership Colloquium 
convened by Campus Compact and the American Council on Education in July 1999.
At that Aspen, Colo., conference, UM President George Dennison joined 50 of his 
colleagues in signing the document. Dennison serves on the board of Campus Compact, an 
organization that promotes service learning, volunteerism and civic engagement on campuses 
nationwide.
“This country cannot afford to educate a generation that acquires knowledge without 
ever understanding how that knowledge can benefit society or how to influence democratic 
decision making,” the declaration reads. “We must teach the skills and values of democracy, 
creating innumerable opportunities for our students to practice and reap the results of the real, 
hard work of citizenship.”
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The complete declaration is online at www.compact.org.
Representatives from the 15 member institutions of Montana Campus Compact will 
gather for the signing ceremony at 11:45 a.m. Friday, Nov. 17, in the University Center 
Ballroom following the state Board of Regents meeting.
Dennison will introduce the declaration with a summary and history, after which officials 
will sign the document and several students will add their perspectives. Members of the campus 
community and the public are invited to attend and refreshments will be served.
“Higher education does have a commitment to building a better society and a better 
citizenry,” said Dean McGovern, executive director of Montana Campus Compact. “A 
declaration like this makes that apparent. It’s a very important public statement that higher 
education in Montana is committed to civic engagement and the democratic ideal.”
Montana institutions represented at the signing will be The University of Montana, 
Montana State University-Bozeman, the University of Great Falls, Salish Kootenai College in 
Pablo, Western Montana College in Dillon, Blackfeet Community College in Browning, 
Montana State University-Billings, Montana State University-Northern in Havre, MSU’s 
Great Falls College of Technology, UM’s Helena College of Technology, Little Big Horn 
Community College in Crow Agency, Miles Community College in Miles City, Montana 
Tech in Butte and Rocky Mountain College in Billings.
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